OUR   HOSPITAL   STAFF
Our nurses do nearly all the dressing of wounds. Most
of the male ones can do test meals for gastric cases, can
apply splints and antiphlogistine, can take charge of a
. great deal of after-treatment, and all can prepare patients
for operations. The standard of nursing of our surgical
cases is higher than I have seen in several large European
hospitals. The fact, already mentioned, that our mortality
compares favourably with some of the London hospitals
is a great tribute to the skill and care of many of our
nurses and orderlies. But more important even than these
things is the spirit in which they are shown. The relation
of nurse to patient is ideally the relation of Jesus to the
sick folk who sought His aid. The first essential is a real
love, expressing itself in unstinted devotion, real coxn-
'passion, and a deep desire to make the patient comfortable
and happy. Now, I don't suppose that many of us attain
to that ideal, but quite a number of our nursing staff of
both sexes do their work in a spirit that goes a long way
towards it. It is only too often that one sees the orderlies
. in Indian hospitals continually on the make, charging
patients for fetching a drink of water or for doing the
little services for them which every nurse should do as
part of his or her duty. I am thankful to say that we
hardly ever see that at Neyyoor. I venture to think that
if any orderly did that sort of thing, he would become
suspect and unpopular with the rest.
Certainly, I have seen in some of our orderlies a quality
of character that has made me thoroughly ashamed of
myself and my own poor efforts at attaining a high standard.
Several times I have come across definite cases of patients
whose whole life and outlook have been changed by the
service that members of our nursing staff have rendered
to them. I remember a patient a few years ago who
was treated for a very serious illness in one of the private
wards. He was an influential Hindu of good family, and
was very ill indeed. One of our orderlies—we will call
him Anthony—was very attentive to him and helped to
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